BECOLLECTIOKS OF A PLAYER
comparatively untried in legitimate work, his position in the theater was thought to be a minor one. After the reading of the play the company were unanimous in their opinion that "The Parisian Eo- -mance " was a one-part piece, and that part the Baron, and all the principals had their eye on -him. After some delay and much expectancy the r61e was given to me. I was playing a strong part in "The Eant-zaus," and my friends in the company congratulated me upon the opportunity thus presented of following it up with so powerful a successor. Miss Minnie Conway, who was a member of the company and had seen the play in Paris, said that she thought the Baron a strange part to give to me. "It's a Lester WallacJc kind of part/' she said.
This information rather disconcerted me, but I rehearsed the part for about a week, and then, being convinced that it did not suit me, I went to Mr. Palmer and told him I felt very doubtful as to whether I could do him or myself justice in it. He would not hear of rny           it up, saying
197 I met with no obstruction. In order 194ld have 188  !                                            I had been thrust into eccentric comedy
